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glory was to serve the crown. They had first to be humili-
ated by the monarchy; but subsequently they became
reconciled to it. The minor nobility of Saxony and Bavaria,
on the contrary, have always had something parasitic in
their nature ; their ambition is to raise themselves up by
means of the court, like the aristocracy of the French
court." *

" The old families of the lower nobility of the present
day are almost exclusively descended from an un-free class ;
for the original German nobility has either died out or else
risen into the ranks of the higher nobility. The ancestors
of the minor nobility have been almost exclusively serfs
(Ministerialeri), who by their political activity have raised
themselves above the ranks of the ordinary freemen, until
they have gradually acquired a greater nobility and distinc-
tion than the rest of their class. Many of the good
aristocratic surnames, like Butler, Truchsess (Steward),
Schenk (Cup-bearer), bear witness to this origin. We are
constantly coming across a similar phenomenon at the
present day. Our modern aristocracy is recruited by
additions from middle-class families who have distinguished
themselves in the service of the State. That is a natural
process, and there is nothing to find fault with in it, provided
that it does not give rise to arrogance and folly. Out of the
nobility there rises up that vague notion of what we call
a ruling class. An order of aristocrats arises ; the members
of it habitually devote themselves to the civil and adminis-
tration of the State. We are a nation with monarchical
traditions. Our titles and decorations are very expressive
of this. With us the important thing is to occupy a position
in the State, whether it be real or only apparent. If a man
cannot be a councillor of State, he will at least aim at being
a member of a Chamber of Commerce. In England we find
a purely aristocratic ambition; in Germany, an ambition
to serve the monarchy as a State official. In any case
tradition must have an influence on the government of the

1 Politik,i. pp. 309-10.